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ReADeRS theAteR plAY, pAGeS 11-15

THE mOnkEy’S pAw

cEnTrAl cOnflIcT: 
pErSOn vS. fATE

something you cannot control; bad 

things happen to those who try.) 

After reading, use the starred 

critical-thinking questions on 

page T-7 to lead a class discussion. 

Then ask students if they think the 

monkey’s paw actually granted Mr. 

White’s wishes. Next, have students 

work in small groups to complete 

the worksheet “Coincidence or 

Magic?” Pause after students have 

filled in the information about 

Mr. White’s first wish and review 

their answers as a class. For the 

“coincidence” column, encourage 

students to consider what “proof” of 

magic was missing and what might 

have led the characters—and the 

reader—to imagine a connection 

give students time to examine 

the art on page 11, then have 

them turn the page to the “As 

You Read” box. Write the definition 

of fate on the board. Explain that 

for thousands of years, literature 

has addressed the question of 

how much control we have over 

the paths of our lives. Ask: Why 

might fate be a common theme 

in literature? (We want to feel in 

charge of our lives, understand why 

certain events happen, feel there’s a 

reason for what happens, etc.)

Assign parts and have students 

begin to read the play aloud. Pause 

after the prologue and ask students 

what message about fate the play 

seems likely to contain. (Fate is 

between the wish and what 

happened. After students complete 

the worksheet, ask them again 

whether they think the monkey’s 

paw granted Mr. White’s wishes. 

Finally, have students respond to 

the writing prompt on page 15. 

cOIncIDEncE Or mAgIc?:  

Students explain how the 

apparent granting of mr. White’s 

wishes could be interpreted as 

either coincidence or magic.

cOnTEST EnTry fOrm:  
For use with the writing contest 

on page 15

prInTABlE wOrkSHEETS  
fOr THE fEATUrED SkIll

was it fate that led your students to our adaptation of 
“The Monkey’s Paw”? Or are there endless other paths 
their lives might have taken? Is there, in other words, 

a force guiding each of us through a series of predetermined 
events toward some unavoidable outcome? Or maybe it’s the 
case that while the outcome is inevitable, the path is up to us? 
Or maybe there is no such thing as fate? And how would we ever 
know, anyway? One’s choices may lead to a certain result . . . but 
perhaps it was fate that led to those choices! 

If you haven’t guessed, 
we had a lot of fun talking 
about fate while putting 
this play together. We 
hope you and your 
students have fun talking 
about it too!  

FEAtURED 
SKIll

It’S peRSoN VS. FAte 
IN A clASSIc hoRRoR 

StoRY BY W. W. JAcoBS
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                         find all worksheets and other support materials at www.scholastic.com/scope.

Yes, you could spend precious time coming up with 

discussion questions, but why should you? We’ve got them 

right here—and the answers too!  They’re also available 

online as a worksheet (without the answers) to use for small-group 

discussion or as a writing activity.

1  Is Sergeant major morris an honest and trustworthy 
character? Support your answer with details from the play. 
(analyzing character) Answers will vary, but there is evidence to suggest 

that he is not. If he truly did not want the Whites to have the monkey’s 

paw, it seems unlikely that he would have brought it to their home. And if 

the monkey’s paw is as dangerous as he claims, to even consider selling it 

reflects poorly on his character. Also, herbert describes morris as a “good 

salesman” who tells “far-fetched” stories.

2  why does mr. white rescue the monkey’s paw from the fire? 
why don’t the whites heed morris’s warnings? (character 

motivation) though mr. White seems to doubt the power of the monkey’s 

paw, he can’t resist possibly having three wishes granted. perhaps the 

family doesn’t take morris’s warning seriously, or perhaps the temptation 

of controlling their fate is simply too powerful to overcome.

3  In Scene 4, mr. white says the apparent granting of his first 
wish was a coincidence. Do you think he really believes this? 
why or why not? (inference) Answers will vary, but it seems unlikely. 

the idea of wishing herbert back to life terrifies mr. White precisely because 

he believes that his first wish came true—in a twisted and terrible way.  

4 what are some examples of suspense in the play? (author’s 

craft) Suspense builds in Scene 3 when the messengers arrive, causing 

readers to wonder what news they will bring. Suspense builds again at the 

end of the play as the knocking grows louder and louder while mrs. White 

fumbles to open the door. 

5 read the quote in the yellow box on page 15. what might 
roosevelt mean when he refers to people as “prisoners of 
their own minds”? (interpreting text) Answers may include that 

people are limited only by what they believe is possible, or that accepting 

fate as the reason things happen stops people from imagining and creating 

better futures.                 

                                                                                *supports featured skill

What can we say? 

We’ve got a lot of 

ideas for you.

lETTErS TO THE AUTHOr
Tell students that “The Monkey’s 

Paw” was first published as a short 

story in 1902, in England. Ask 

students to compose a letter to its 

author, W.  W. Jacobs, telling him 

why they agree or disagree with 

what his story has to say about fate. 

AnOTHEr TAkE On fATE
Ask students to respond to this 

quote on fate: “The fate of a child is 

in the hands of his parents.” 

—Shinichi Suzuki, creator of the 

Suzuki method of music education

…AnD 
MORE 

wOrDS AnD DEfInITIOnS: 
print or project vocab words 

from the play before students 

encounter them in context. 

vOcABUlAry prAcTIcE: 
Because reinforcement matters  

qUIz: A multiple-choice 

and short-answer reading- 

comprehension quiz, with 

questions based on state tests. 

the quiz comes in printable and 

interactive/digital versions.

IDEnTIfyIng lITErAry 
ElEmEnTS AnD DEvIcES: 
this self-guided activity helps 

students identify aspects of 

character, elements of plot, 

figurative language, and more.

prInTABlE 
SkIllS wOrkSHEETS 
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