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Growing Great Minds 
Castleman Creek Elementary 
 
Wisconsin Fast Plants are a species of plant that were developed by 
the University of Wisconsin to be used in the classroom setting for 
research and experiments.  They have an incredibly short life cycle 
of about 6 weeks and are grown in a light box in the classroom.  This 
grant allows students to grow these plants to give our students the 
opportunity to have hands-on experience with every step of the 
plant life cycle. This includes growing a plant from a seed, seeing it 
develop, and harvesting its seeds. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $1,195 
Students Impacted:            110 
Expenditure per student:  $10.86                                     
Named Grant Sponsor:     Pam Moes  
Primary Grant Writer:       Suzanne Kelley 

Power of the Playground 
Castleman Creek Elementary 
 
This grant allows us to adapt our playgrounds to become more 
exciting, creative, and challenging, experiences. We want the 
students to discover new ideas, play together successfully, and use 
their imagination while playing on our school playgrounds. This 
grant allows us to create play areas and creative stations in our 
kindergarten and first grade playground and also add climbing 
features to our outer school wall at each playground.  
 
Amount Funded:                  $4,850 
Students Impacted:             600 
Expenditure per student:   $8.08 
Named Grant Sponsor:      In Memory of Sharron Zachry 
Primary Grant Writers:      Andrea Anderson and Laura Slayton 

What a Relief! 
All Elementary Campuses 
 
This grant provides first grade students to pilot a grade level trip to 
the World Hunger Relief Farm. This grant allows students a hands-
on experience with plants and animals increasing the students 
understanding onf living and nonliving things, interdependence and 
plant and animal characteristics. 
 
Amount Funded:                  $3,940 
Students Impacted:             600 
Expenditure per student:   $6.57 
Named Grant Sponsor:       Brian Townley, Class of ‘88 
Primary Grant Writers:        Jill Kelly, Julie Everett, Kaitlyn Kavanagh, 
                                                Elizabeth Carroll, Mandy Ochoa, Miranda 
                                                Bennett, Courtney Jerkins 

Find My Fitness 
All Elementary Campuses 
 
This grant provides students with fitness experiences that are not 
typically taught in our elementary P.E. classes. Most students have 
been introduced, and had the opportunity to participate in units 
such as basketball, volleyball, soccer, football, and many more 
traditional gym activities.  But what about lifetime fitness sports, 
multicultural games, and recreational activities that can be done 
with family members and friends of all ages?  When students 
discover these exciting new activities, who knows what fitness fun 
they will find and share with others.  We hope Find My Fitness will 
cause an EXCERCISE EVOLUTION for our Midway students. 
 
Amount Funded:                     $5,000 
Students Impacted:                2000 
Expenditure per student:      $2.50 
Named Grant Sponsor:          MISD Education Foundation 
Primary Grant Writers:          Krissy Daily and Jalayne Rinewalt 
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A Cut Above the Rest 
Midway High School 
 
Journalism and CTE students enter several local, state, and national 
photography and design contests each year. Prizes include 
thousands of dollars in scholarships and cash. Contests often require 
that work be mounted on foam core. Pre-cut foam core is very 
expensive, however, large pieces that can be cut into 11X14 inch 
display boards are more affordable. Currently, the teachers cut large 
foam core board with a ruler and X-acto knife – an unsafe practice. 
This grant provides a professional foam core cutter that allows 
students and teachers to safely cut custom-sized foam core display 
boards for contests and art shows. 
 
Amount Funded:                  $1,645 
Students Impacted:             450 
Expenditure per student:   $3.66 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Brian Townley, Class of ‘88 
Primary Grant Writer:        Jamie Beavers 

Conditioning the Classroom 
Midway High School 
 
The “Conditioning the Classroom” program is designed to allow the 
student to be active during classroom instruction. This grant 
provides students with exercise balls that allow them to bounce 
which helps stimulate learning and promote good posture while 
utilizing their stomach muscles. On physical fitness days, students 
can utilize the exercise balls to further develop their core strength 
through different exercises both indoor and out. 
 
Amount Funded:                  $1,060 
Students Impacted:             100 
Expenditure per student:   $10.60 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Col. & Mrs. Joe McKethan 
Primary Grant Writers:      Donald Griffith and Jeff Fisher 

Lions, Tigers and Math! Oh MY! 
Midway Middle School 
 
With a trip to the zoo, students will complete tasks that relates to 
the animals they are encountering at the zoo. These tasks recorded 
on paper were created in conjunction with Zoo staff to demonstrate 
the proportional reasoning that is utilized daily at the zoo.  Students 
complete the mathematical tasks required of Zoo personnel and 
turn in their results to their teachers with mathematically sound 
answers.  These tasks are completed at the zoo, and in the 
classroom, and will be turned in by the end of the week of the trip. 
 
Amount Funded:                  $1,375 
Students Impacted:             55 
Expenditure per student:   $25.00 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Bush’s Chicken 
Primary Grant Writer:        Natalie Burt 

Hey, That’s MY Art on the Creata-Tron! 
Midway Middle School 
 
This grant provides a digital signage avenue (that we are calling the 
“Creata-Tron” after the popular “Jumbo-Trons” you find in many 
different venues) for students’ digital and traditional work. When a 
student creates, the most effective way to keep that knowledge and 
creative approach to thinking it to allow that work to be viewed and 
for feedback to be possible. This grant allows for work to be 
displayed in a gallery setting where students can view and discuss 
accomplishments in the digital arena. 
 
Amount Funded:                  $1,030 
Students Impacted:             1870 
Expenditure per student:   $.55 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Educators Credit Union 
Primary Grant Writer:        Rhonda Goff 
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A Run for Your Life 
Speegleville Elementary 
 
It is now believed that children should be active for sixty minutes 
each day to maintain a healthy fitness level. This grant provides the 
implementation of a school wide running program. With scanners, 
students can run during Physical Education, after lunch and at 
recess. By integrating a system of measuring student’s mileage and 
motivating them to feel confident in their abilities, we want to 
develop a love for running that can carry on to the upper grades and 
become a lifetime activity. 
 
Amount Funded:                  $2,905 
Students Impacted:             296 
Expenditure per student:   $9.81 
Named Grant Sponsor:      Cheryl & Ron Holy 
Primary Grant Writer:        Bonnie Floyd 

Who Says Makers Only Need One Space 
Spring Valley Elementary 
 
This grant provides students with tools to innovate, create and 
make things new with a mobile makerspace. This grant encourages 
students to collaborate, create, use critical thinking skills, and 
communicate. Students learn to become problem solvers and take 
initiative for their own learning. We offer four carts (STEM, 
Creation, 3D, Production) available to teacher and students on a 
checkout basis each day/week. These carts are used by all grade 
levels. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $5,000 
Students Impacted:            530 
Expenditure per student:  $9.43 
Named Grant Sponsor:     Quality Brickworks, Ltd. 
Primary Grant Writers:     Kathleen Minshew, Jeni Smith & Kappy 
                                               Edwards 

The Reading Zone 
Woodgate Intermediate 
 
Reading zones are classrooms where reading is the obvious function 
and focus, complete with comfortable seating which can be 
configured multiple ways. These spaces promote differentiation for 
a wide variety of learners and a range of different types of learning 
activities. Positive learning environments will lead to improved 
attitudes toward reading, which will eventually lead to increased 
achievement. 
 
Amount Funded:                 $830 
Students Impacted:            97 
Expenditure per student:  $8.56                                     
Named Grant Sponsor:     Italian Granite 
Primary Grant Writer:       Amy Platt 

 

 


