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March 1, 2012

To the Midway Community,

In 2008, you passed a bond election authorizing the issuance of $75.8 million in general obligation 
bonds to fund the construction of a new elementary school, a new intermediate school, a 500-student 
addition to Midway High School, additions and renovations to existing campuses, additions and 
renovations to Panther Stadium, a new bus maintenance facility, and a new administration building. 
These projects were completed by the end of 2010. I am very happy to report that the total cost of 
these projects was over $4.3 million under budget. Those savings, plus over $930,000 in interest 
earnings on bond proceeds, allowed us to completely renovate the old administrative building and 
administrative areas of the Middle School for classroom use, replace aging HVAC equipment, to fund 
additional paving projects, and to build facilities at the Ag Farm for student projects.

Another very positive aspect of the bond program has been our management of our bond debt. 
The MISD Board of Trustees and Administration structured $25 million of our bonds as “variable 
rate” bonds to allow reductions in our interest expense and make early repayments of principal. To 
date, we have been able to retire $3.3 million in principal ahead of schedule, and we have a current 
projection of total interest savings over the life of these bonds of $11.2 million!

Most of all, we are proud to have a community that invests in education and values the important 
work happening within these buildings. Education is a calling to serve students, collaborate with 
the community, build relationships, and create futures as shown in the pages ahead. Thank you for 
providing the new and updated facilities needed to maintain and grow a vibrant school system with 
the best education possible for Midway students.

   
   Gratefully,

   Chris Allen, Ed.D.
   Interim Superintendent

2008 BOND ELECTION
COMPLETION REPORT



Castleman Creek
E L E M E N T A R Y

Meet Takiria Brown

Castleman Creek

On Takiria’s first day of school, the 
Midway ISD Education Foundation’s 
Prize Posse—a fun, exciting, rowdy 
group of donors equipped with 
cowbells and Pedro the Midway 
Panther mascot—surprised Takiria’s 
teacher, Kayla Daniel, with classroom 
grant funding for iPads. The iPads 
will be used for interactive learning 
games in English, math, science and 
social studies. 

Just a week later, Takiria and her 
classmates were outside helping build 
a wetland habitat on the Castleman 
Creek campus, yet another Education 
Foundation grant project, which will 
provide a place for hands-on learning 
about environmental changes.

Each week at Castleman Creek is sure 
to bring exciting, engaging activities 
like dressing up for Dr. Seuss Day, 
watching Baylor basketball players 
slam dunk as role models for Red 
Ribbon Week, composing stories 
about decorated pumpkins for 
Halloween, pep rallies with a messy 
human banana split to celebrate Jump 
Rope for Heart, a visit from KWTX 
Weatherman Rusty Garrett for 
Project Tornado, reading promotions 
with parent involvement like a Fancy 
Nancy dress-up celebration for 
girls and a Mighty Motors for boys, 
and even a Texas Independence 
Celebration complete with cowboys 
and lunch from a chuckwagon.

Can you imagine the enthusiasm 
that experiences like these inspire 
in students? Since the opening of 
Castleman Creek Elementary in  
the Fall of 2009, Principal Sharron 
Zachry and her hand-selected crew 
of talented teachers and staff have 
been endlessly producing unique 
projects, programs and events. 
With such a creative approach 
to education, Castleman Creek 
Elementary immediately developed 
to be a strong, vibrant campus. 

Midway ISD thanks our community 
for providing a fantastic facility 
for yet another dynamic learning 
environment for Midway students.

Project Description: This new elementary school, located 
on a 30-acre site off of Hewitt Drive in the City of Hewitt, 
was designed based on the success of Woodway Elementary 
School. The building accomodates three separate entrances, 
the main entry off of Hewitt Drive, a bus entry off of Park 
Road and a third entry for teacher and event parking off of 
Seminole Trail Street. 

Construction Cost: $14,098,530
Size: 84,132 square feet
Capacity: 640 students
Groundbreaking: July 7, 2008
Completion: August 4, 2009
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: Cloud Construction
Project Manager: Cliff Brown



Meet Mallory Ross

River Valley

Project Description: Midway’s second intermediate school was 
built for more than $1.7 million under budget, at approximately 
$167 per square foot. The facility, although based on a compact 
design, has an open feel. Daylighting was incorporated by using 
clerestory windows in the main entry and extending daylight 
from the library into the interior classrooms through the 
small group rooms. The design of the campus exterior utilizes 
elements of Texas ranches with large sloping metal roofs and 
limestone in the facades. The campus was built with room for 
a growing population, which was fortunate during the 2011-12 
school year when River Valley housed the entire Speegleville 
Elementary campus following a fire.
    
Construction Cost: $17,891,647
Size: 115,336 sq. ft.
Capacity: 900 students
Groundbreaking: February 16, 2009
Completion: August 26, 2010
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: Charter Builders
Project Manager: Timothy Smith 

River Valley
I N T E R M E D I A T E

Mallory is a River Valley Intermediate 
School Goodwill Ambassador. She 
and some of her peers serve as greeters 
and representatives of their school, 
training to be leaders of their fellow 
students. The ambassadors began 
as a program to welcome and escort 
new students to classes and introduce 
them to others. They also give tours 
to new students, and sit with them at 
lunch. There is one male and female 
representative per homeroom. 

“The Goodwill Ambassadors serve as 
representatives for what a good, strong 
education does for our community,” 
said co-sponsor Alicia Ross. 

In fact, the students at River Valley 
have learned to be leaders and 
representatives to the community in 
many ways. Students have performed 
services such as presentation of the 
colors at public events, and they travel 
to local businesses during the holidays 
to greet the community. 

Students and staff work together to 
provide goodwill to those less fortunate 
through many charity projects and 
volunteering opportunities. 

Students take the lead in the 
classroom as well, learning creativity 
and exploration. Creative projects 
help students to pave their own paths 
through the education process. 

The construction of a new campus 
allowed for many initiatives and 
firsts to establish the school. Classes 
celebrated the first library visitors 
and participated in the community 
ribbon-cutting. River Valley students 
were even featured on the Huckabee 
Architects Web site, showing off 
Midway’s newest campus!

Unexpectedly, the entire population 
of River Valley had the chance to 
serve as welcoming ambassadors 
for the 2011-2012 school year. Due 
to a fire at Speegleville Elementary, 
River Valley Intermediate hosted 
the entire elementary campus on-
site. Fortunately, through leadership 
training, they were already prepared 
to be the most gracious of hosts and 
combined to be a thriving school 
family for the year.



Meet Brady Gibson

Science Wings

Project Description: HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE WING
The second of two new wings was added to Midway High 
School for classrooms and labs for an additional 500 students. 
Due to the increase in state-required course completions for 
science and math, more classrooms and labs are necessary to 
facilitate more class offerings. The bond also repaired asphalt 
parking and drainage issues, as well as minor mechanical/
plumbing renovations.

Construction Cost: $6,118,459
Size: 38,623 square feet
Capacity: 500 students
Groundbreaking: April 23, 2009
Completion: June 6, 2010
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: Mazanec Construction
Project Manager: Aaron Mynar

Science Wings
M I D W A Y  M I D D L E  &  M I D W A Y  H I G H

In its inaugural year, the Midway 
High School Robotics Club—led by 
Coaches Brady Gibson and Libby 
Crain—won the FIRST Robotics 
Regional Tournament, and ended the 
season in the semifinals of the state 
competition.  

FIRST programs help young people 
discover and develop a passion for 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM). The FIRST family 
of programs includes curriculum 
starting in Kindergarten, literally 
building the way up to high school 
robotics. Using LEGO® bricks,  
elementary students learn to solve 
challenges with research, critical 
thinking, construction, teamwork, 
and imagination. Midway features 
LEGO’s FIRST curriculum for all 
campuses through the GT pull out 
program, and for second graders at 
select campuses.

Midway’s Career and Technical 
Education program currently 
provides FIRST robotics curriculum 
taught by Brady Gibson at the high 
school. In the 2011-12 school year, 
robotics classes and the FIRST 
LEGO Competition League will also 
be available at the middle school.

Midway’s ever-growing class options  
in science and technology—such as 
robotics—are supported by the new 
science wing at MHS that opened in 
2009 and a new wing of labs at MMS 
opened in fall 2011. The upgraded labs 
with manipulatives allow students to 
master basic TEKS concepts quicker. 
Students in advanced STEM classes 
like biology, chemistry and physics 
experience the latest technology  and 
manipulate equipment like they will 
see post graduation.

Across the district, horizons are 
expanding for Midway students with 
each newly constructed lab, each 
piece of the latest equipment, and 
each cutting-edge curricula offered. 
Strap on your lab goggles and observe 
as our students take their “first” steps 
into the future! 

Project Description: MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE WING
More than half of the staff now housed at Midway’s new 
administration building were previously housed in a wing 
at Midway Middle School. The wing was renovated from 
offices into much-needed science labs, expanding the school’s 
capacity by about 200 students. The new labs feature tables 
that can be moved into configurations according to the type of 
experiments, plus upgraded technology, necessary storage and 
updated safety features.

Construction Cost: $766,249
Configuration: 4 full science labs, 6 classrooms
Capacity: 200 students
Groundbreaking: February 2011
Completion: August 2011
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: Mazanec Construction
Project Manager: Aaron Mynar



Meet Jake Smith

Panther Stadium

Panther Stadium
R E N O V A T I O N

The Midway Football Team isn’t the 
only group on campus that loves the 
new football stadium. 

Each Friday night during football 
season, hundreds of students are 
involved in the festivities. The Midway 
competitive cheer squad is amongst 
the groups getting geared up to rally 
fans and cheer the football team on to 
another victory.

“The new stadium has been a great 
addition for the school,” said Jake 
Smith, cheer captain for 2011. “It’s 
really exciting! There’s a huge crowd 
and it gets really intense. It gets us 
pumped up.”

Smith can also tumble safer on Friday 
nights thanks to the new field turf and 
softer track. As a tumbler and base for 
stunts, Smith appreciates the softer 
track, which offers the support needed 
for tumbling, jumping and stunting.

In fact, cheering at the new stadium 
with larger crowds and more pressure 
helped prepare Smith and his talented 
teammates for this year’s state and 
national competitions. The Midway 
cheerleaders placed first in state and 
second in the nation for the 2010-
2011 season. 

“This year we won state against all 
the big 4A teams and we are a small 
team,” Smith said. “The odds were 
against us and we weren’t expecting to 
win, but we did.” 

Having such a successful competitive 
cheer squad means offering them an 
environment that cultivates more 
spirit, enthusiasm and excitement is 
important. The entire cheer squad 
enjoys the challenge of leading a full, 
rowdy crowd rooting for the Panthers. 

And when the Friday night lights 
turn off, Panther fans know that 
thousands of students at the game 
benefited in their own endeavors—
football players, cheerleaders, the 
marching band, Goal Tenders, Blue 
Crew/Panther Patrol, color guard, 
choir, AV crew, trainers, and every 
single kid in the crowd.

Project Description: Originally constructed in the 1970s, 
the stadium was woefully undersized and in poor condition. 
The design team crafted a plan for extensive additions and 
renovations to the facility, which opened in time for the 
2010 Panther Football Season. Where a 1-story, metal press 
box once stood, a new 3-story, state-of-the-art and spacious 
6,000-square-foot press box now rises from the home 
grandstands and creates a new skyline in the community. The 
facility also received new artificial turf, lighting, track, score 
board and sound system. 

Construction Cost: $10,872,560
Size: Press Box - 6,000 sq. ft. 
Capacity: Seating - 9,000
Groundbreaking: June 3, 2009
Completion: August 1, 2010
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor:  Mazanec Construction
Project Manager: Aaron Mynar



Meet Our Bus Drivers

Support Services

Support Services
M A I N T E N A N C E  &  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

Fred Smith, Joe Loughlin, Jon Mark Smith, and 
Charles Davis are amongst 55 Midway ISD bus 
drivers. These four men find that bus driving 
fits great into their unusual work schedules. 
They have found a calling in providing service 
to Midway students through daily bus routes. 
More specifically, a calling for service... and 
servant leadership! All four also happen to 
be ministers. While the calling to split church 
leadership and bus driving duties may sound 
unusual, they agree that not only does bus 
driving fit into their churches’ schedules, but 
the service aspect fits into their life’s work. 

As bus drivers, these moral men can provide 
strong leadership examples to young men, 
structered environments for students, and 
become role models for service to others . 
Of course, they are not sharing their beliefs 
with students, but rather demonstrating a 
daily routine of always putting others first—a 
welcome lesson for the entire community, and 
a philosophy of service that has always been a 
part of the Midway family.

Many other bus drivers also split duties to 
provide valuable services to Midway students. 
Some drivers also teach, coach, assist in 
classrooms or school offices, and deliver mail.

Most importantly, Midway employs people 
with good character and integrity who are 
willing to commit to the hard work and 
dedication that being a bus driver demands. 
These MISD representatives are the first face 
students see in the morning and the last one 
in the afternoons. 

The MISD Transportation Department is also 
housed with the Maintenance Office. Many 
skilled workers also provide excellent skills 
by servicing equipment district-wide. From 
air-conditioning repairs, groundskeeping, 
daily cleaning, and even carpentry, Midway’s 
army of maintenance professionals make 
exceptional service a way of life, every day. 

Whether behind the wheel, or behind the 
scenes, these hard workers keep Midway 
ISD running as a well-oiled machine, while 
always keeping kids and others first. Talk 
about great service!

Project Description: The new Support Services Facility doubled 
the size of the existing development over a 9.2-acre site that includes 
expanded parking. The site expansion is made possible by adding 
the adjoining property to the West, extending to Jewell Drive. The 
bus parking area has 119 parking spaces along with a new fueling 
station below a covered canopy. The new facility consists of three 
distinctive parts: the administration, the bus maintenance shop 
and the bus wash bay. The bus maintenance shop is equipped with 
four bus bays and a bus wash bay, and is fully-equipped to service 
all types of district vehicles. The previous maintenance facility 
now serves as the district’s Food Service Facility. 

Construction Cost: $3,331,102
Size: 10,000 sq. ft. building, 9.2 acre site
Groundbreaking: July 7, 2009
Completion: April 5, 2010
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: EMJ Corporation
Project Manager: Tim Tench



Meet the Eco Club 

Project Description: The silver LEED-certified administration 
building demonstrates commitment to the community and to 
sustainable and energy efficient design. The building features a 
cistern that stores rainwater for irrigation, stormwater control, 
use of heat-reflecting  materials, water efficient landscaping, low-
flow fixtures with sensors, high R-rated walls and roof, low-e 
glazing with thermally broken frames, high efficiency HVAC 
units, materials with recycled content and commissioning of 
energy systems to optimize performance. The facility monitors 
outdoor air, including CO2 sensors, and provides daylighting 
in 75 percent of the occupied spaces. The building houses the 
Business & Finance department, Human Resource department, 
Curriculum and Special Education department, the MISD 
Education Foundation and the Superintendents’ office. 

Construction Cost: $5,971,323
Size: 29,481 sq. ft.
Capacity: Board Room – 160; Offices - 61
Groundbreaking: December 8, 2009
Completion: December 14, 2010
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: John W. Erwin General Contractors
Project Manager: John BennettAdministration

Administration The Midway High School Eco Club 
was established the same semester 
that construction of the new admin 
building took place. The club members 
began with recycling programs, but a 
tour of the admin building’s green 
construction process helped the 
students to consider many more ways 
to be environmentally-supportive.  
Eco Club co-sponsor Lauren Wold 
said group has grown in awareness 
and involvement. “We have been 
excited to see the kids take their own 
initiative and expand the concepts 
they have learned outside of school.”

Student visits - In addition to the Eco 
Club, many student groups, such as 
holiday carolers and special education 
student fundraisers, have visited and 
toured the administration building. 

Community Donation - The land 
for the new adminsitration building 
was generously donated by Gary and 
Diane Heavin. The location is ideal as 
the geographic center of Midway ISD.

Students and Staff Representation 
Within the main lobby, a mosaic 
mural features Midway students. By 
looking close, you can see 3,000 tiny 
photos of Midway staff members. This 
art piece is representative of the staff ’s 
commitment to supporting MISD 
students and all the behind-the-
scenes work that goes into education.

Trainings - Two large rooms 
are outfitted with presentation 
equipment to enable weekday 
professional development without 
expense for renting other facilities. 
This reduces employee travel and 
increases accessibility to consistent 
professional development.

Board Recognitions - The expanded 
board meeting room allows for 
appropriate recognition of student 
achievements. The previous board 
room could barely hold a student 
group, and other guests had to wait 
in the lobby! The new board room 
welcomes up to 160 guests for both 
recognitions and public business.



Meet our Future Farmers

Project Description: AGRICULTURE SCIENCE BARN
Savings from other bond projects will fund a new ag barn. The 
modern facilities will include animal pens of various sizes, 
suited for individual species. Livestock housed at the barn will 
include cattle, goats, pigs and sheep. Important new features 
include bathrooms for students and staff, plus hot water and 
equipment for washing the animals. 

Estimated Construction Cost: $600,000
Size: 13,000 square feet
Capacity: N/A
Groundbreaking: December 2011 
Estimated Completion: May 2012
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: Mazanec Construction
Project Manager: Aaron Mynar

Additional Projects
A LT E R NAT I V E  E D U C AT I O N  &  AG  S C I E N C E

Midway ISD’s Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) and agriculture 
education program has tripled 
in size in just a few short years. 
As both the student participants 
and the size of their animals grew, 
it became apparent that a new 
agriculture barn would be necessary. 
The proposed project was added to 
the bond project’s “wish list.” Since 
several large construction projects 
were completed under budget, 
funds remained to include complete 
renovation of the current barn.

The new ag barn will include plenty 
of space for students to house the 
animals they are raising. Otherwise, 
many students would not be able 
to participate in raising animals 
due to lack of appropriate facilities. 
Residential properties in city limits 
are not allowed to have farm animals.

FFA makes a positive difference in the 
lives of students by developing their 
potential for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education. The 
renovated ag barn will allow more 
students to participate, and provide 
better facilities for raising quality 
animals. Through involvement in 
FFA, students learn about teamwork, 
responsibility, and leadership. 
FFA offers hands on learning that 
extends beyond the classroom. 
Members are able to participate 
in leadership development events, 
career development events, 
speaking events, and of course 
have the opportunity to exhibit 
livestock. Students also have many 
opportunities to earn scholarship 
money through FFA. All contests, 
projects, and events involved in FFA 
are an extension of what is learned 
in agriculture class whether it be 
plant, mechanic, or animal related.

Project Description: ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION CENTER
Moving from temporary buildings into a permanent facility, 
the new alternative center consolidated staff and programs 
for the best available service, supervision and teamwork. The 
building was previously the administation building, but was 
remodeled into five classrooms with cubicles and a conference 
room. The new facility features easily-accessible technology, 
including individual computers at the secondary level.

Construction Cost: $550,000 
Size: 5,000 square feet
Capacity: N/A
Groundbreaking: January 20, 2011
Completion: June 14, 2011
Architect: Huckabee
Contractor: Mazanec Construction
Project Manager: Aaron MynarMidway


