
 

 

 

Board Meeting – November 15, 2016 

 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Castleman 

Creek Elementary Students. 

 

Recognitions 

National Merit Commended Scholars and 

National Merit Semifinalists 

The Board recognized seventeen Midway High 

School seniors, the most in Midway High School 

history, who received notice of recognition through 

the National Merit Program.  Congratulations to these Commended Scholars:  Denis Barbus, Logan 

Blackwell, Lauren Hartgroves, Edward Y. Kim, Ava Kowalski, Robert Mathis, Nathaniel Morgan, Daniel 

Siebert, Sophie Tullos. 

 

Hannah Curtiss was named a National Hispanic Recognition Scholar. 

 

Congratulations to the National Merit Semifinalists:  Brittany Brewer, Matthew Huynh, Edward S. Kim, 

Miriam McCormick, Ben Sepanski, Hannah Wang, and Sarah Weaver. 

 

National Intellectual Property Video Contest Winner 

The Board also recognized Hannah Wang for being the winner of this 

year’s Intellectual Property Video contest. Her video demonstrates the 

impact the patent system has in our society. 

 

 

 



Extra Mile “Hero” Awards 

The Board honored two employees that took 

action for the health and safety of our students.  

SRO Officer Foley was honored for handling a 

situation at a Thursday night JV football game 

when an irate parent came to the game with a gun 

attached to his waistband (not concealed).   

 

David Benton was honored for recognizing the 

signs that a student was choking on a hot dog at a 

recent Friday night football game. Mr. Benton 

performed the Heimlich maneuver which cleared 

the student’s airway so she could breathe freely 

 

Information Items  

Bilingual Exception Report 2016-2017  

MISD is required to submit a Bilingual exception 

report in accordance with Texas Administrative 

Code §89.1207 to show TEA how the district 

meets the linguistic needs of students who are yet 

to be in the Bilingual program.  This report was 

presented to the Board. 

 

Presentation/Discussion Items 

Finance Report 
Mr. Wesley Brooks, Assistant Superintendent of 

Finance, presented the monthly finance report.   

He reported that at the end of October, 17.5% of 

the District’s budget has been expended, compared to 18.2% for the same time period last year.   

 

Mr. Brooks also reported on enrollment.  Through the first three months of the school year, enrollment 

has increased approximately 1.5% from the previous year’s enrollment.  Current enrollment at the 

beginning of November was 7,878 students. 

 

Changes to State Accountability System 

Dr. Brent Merritt presented an overview of changes to the state accountability system due to HB 2804.  

This new system will begin with the 2016-2017 school year.  Ratings will move from the current system 

of Met Standard or Improvement Required to an A-F rating system.  The indicators that comprise the new 

A-F system will move from a 4 index system to a 5 domain system.  Domain II will be the most heavily 

weighted. STAAR results will only comprise 55% of the letter grade. 

 

Consideration Items 

Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes of the October 18, 2016 Regularly Scheduled Board Meeting 

2. Midway High School Schrodinger’s Lounge Club 

3. Approval of the 2016-2017 Textbook Committee Members 

4. Midway Education Foundation’s IRS 2015 Form 990 

5. Early Graduation Request 

6. UT Tyler Innovation Academy – Statement of Impact Amendment 

 

The above items were approved by the Board. 



 

Resolution to Consider Designation as a District of Innovation 

The Board approved a resolution on the possibility of the District pursuing the designation as a District of 

Innovation.  This designation allows districts to access some of the flexibilities available to open 

enrollment charter schools.  These flexibilities include setting the school calendar, minimum minutes of 

instruction, and class size ratios, to name a few.   

 

Public Hearing for Discussion of Designation as a District of Innovation 

The District is required to hold a public hearing concerning pursuing the designation as a District of 

Innovation. 

 

A public hearing was held for any comments or questions on a designation of District of Innovation. 

 

Approve Committee to Develop a Local Innovation Plan to Pursue Designation of the District as a 

District of Innovation 

Dr. George Kazanas presented the proposed committee that will pursue the viability of Midway being 

designated as a District of Innovation.  The committee will begin working and hopefully have a proposal 

ready to bring back to the Board in January for the 2017-2018 school year.  The Board approved the 

committee as presented. 

 

Resolution for Recall of MCAD Director and Cast Votes for Recall of MCAD Director 

Ivan Green, MISD Board Member serves on the McLennan County Appraisal District Board of Directors.  

Mr. Green has expressed an interest in resigning his position from the MCAD Board.  According to 

Section 6.033 of the Texas Property Tax Code, a governing body of a taxing unit may call for the recall of 

a member of the board of directors of an appraisal district for whom the unit cast its votes.  The Board 

approved the resolution. 

 

Resolution for Nomination of Candidate for MCAD Board 

A resolution was approved by the Board to nominate candidate Thomas Pagel to serve as board member 

for the McLennan County Appraisal District Board of Directors to serve the remaining 2016-2017 term. 
 

Consideration of Personnel  

 

Selections, Separations, Leaves of Absence, Transfers and Reassignments 

There were no professional recommendations presented to the Board for hire. 

 

The Board noted the following: 

 

Professional Separation: 

 

 Cindy Ledbetter, teacher, High School 

 

Paraprofessional Separations: 

 

 Susan Clark, payroll clerk, Administration 

 Linda Rejcek, classroom assistant, Spring Valley Elementary 

 Rebecca Cadden, secretary, Middle School 

 

Transfer: 

 

 Shana McCune, from Secretary Middle School to payroll clerk, Administration 



 

Superintendent’s Communications: 

2017 Legislative Priorities 

The 85th session of the Texas Legislature will convene on January 10, 2017 in Austin.  Throughout the 

summer and fall, various groups have been finalizing legislative priorities to share with our local 

representatives in the House and Senate.  Superintendent Kazanas presented Waco’s Legislative Priorities 

written and compiled by a committee of community leaders.  Dr. Kazanas highlighted the priorities 

specific to education.   

  

Dr. Kazanas also presented a list of legislative priorities adopted by the Texas Association of School 

Administrators.   

 

Update on Contracting with McLennan County to Conduct District Elections 

Superintendent Kazanas updated the Board on the process of possibly contracting with McLennan County 

to hold our annual trustee elections.  McLennan County Elections Office will hold a meeting sometime in 

December to convene the school districts and cities to determine who is interested in contracting with the 

County.  More information will be available after that meeting.   

 

 


