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Dear Woodgate Intermediate Families, 

 

As educators, our primary goal is to provide your children with academic and social tools that will prepare them for 

success now and in the future. In addition, we always strive to provide a safe and friendly environment for each and 

every student.  

 

From time to time, national and state news broadcasts highlight bullying incidents in schools. It is part of our job as 

educators to keep you informed about issues that may affect your children and families. In the student handbook, 

MISD defines bullying as: 

 

BULLYING - a written or oral expression or physical conduct that a school district’s board of trustees or the board’s 

designee determines:  

 

1. To have the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a student’s property, or placing a student in 

reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or of damage to the student’s property; or  

2. To be sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive to create an intimidating, threatening, or abusive educational 

environment for a student.  

 

Although we do not feel any MISD school has a significant issue with bullying as defined above, we always take 

you and your child’s concerns seriously and try to address any situation that may arise as quickly as possible. 

Additionally, we feel it is our job to provide educational information for students and families that can help them to 

have meaningful conversations at home. According to the StopBullying.gov website, there are varying definitions 

for bullying. Most agree that bullying involves: 

 

• Imbalance of Power: people who bully use their power to control or harm and the people being bullied may 

have a hard time defending themselves 

• Intent to Cause Harm: actions done by accident are not bullying; the person bullying has a goal to cause 

harm 

• Repetition: incidents of bullying happen to the same person over and over by the same person or group 

 

We would encourage you to check out this website as a family. There are many free educational resources that can 

help to better understand the warning signs of bullying and how to get help if you know someone experiencing these 

problems. Additionally, we plan to discuss this topic with our students  in the coming days to further reinforce our 

school expectations. 

 

As always, thank you for your support of Woodgate Intermediate in our continued quest to provide the best 

educational environment for all students. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Nickolas Smith          Heather Metzgar 

Principal         Assistant Principal 

    


