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What can you do?

In-School Conference with 
Attendance Committee and YOU

Mentoring through Family Focus

Saturday School

Community Service Opportunities

Strengthening Families Classes 
(provided on evenings 

and/or Saturday)

Ensure that your student turns in:
 Doctor’s Notes
 College Visit Excuses
 Other Proof

Make sure your student goes to 
class . . . everyday, everytime.

Communicate with the school in 
the event of a necessary absence

INSIDE
In Texas, truancy is defined as a student 
being absent from school on 10 or more days 
(or parts of days) within a six month period in 
the same school year. 

Missing even ONE CLASS counts towards a 
student’s unexcused absenses.

The following absence reasons count against 
attendance for credit/court:
(these types of absences are UNEXCUSED)
 Parent Contact (does call)
 No Parent Contact (does not call)
 Runaway (student runs away)
 Truant (student skips class/school)
 Out of Town (student/family travel)

If a student is absent for 3 or more days 
(or parts of days) in a 4 week period, they 
may receive truancy prevention measures like:
 Warning
 Improvement Plan
 Attendance Contract

INSIDE
Every Day in 

School Counts!

Absenteeism in the first month of school can 
predict poor attendance throughout the 
school year. Half the students who miss 2-4 
days in September go on to miss nearly a 
month of school.

Attendance improves when schools engage 
students and parents in positive ways and 
when schools provide mentors for 
chronically absent students.

Absenteeism starts early. One in 10 
kindergarten and first grade students are 
chronically absent. Poor attendance can 
influence whether children read proficiently 
by the end of third grade or are held back.

By sixth grade, chronic absence becomes a 
leading indicator that a student will drop out 
of high school.

Research shows that missing 10 percent of  
school, or about 18 days in most school 
districts (only 2 days per month), negatively 
affects a student’s academic performance.

The academic impact of missing that much 
school is the same whether the absences 
are excused or unexcused. Suspensions 
also add to lost time in the classroom.

When students improve their attendance 
rates, they improve their academic 
prospects and chances for graduating.
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When a student misses a day at school, an opportunity for learning is lost.


