
 

1 
 

Guide for Reading Questions - Unit 11 – The Odyssey 

 

Introduction – “Homer’s World” 

1.   When and where were the Iliad and the Odyssey composed? 

 

2. What does not characterize an epic? 

A. the subject is important to a large group of readers B. contains characters who are 

heroic, majestic, and brave C. only have happy endings D. Contain universal themes 

 

3.  Homer wrote both The Iliad and The Odyssey. 

True or False 

 

4.  The Odyssey is written in 

A. prose 

B. narrative poetry 

C. iambic pentameter 

D. blank verse 

 

5.  The Odyssey was originally told orally. 

True or False 

 

6. The drama that began the Trojan War was.. 

 

A. an argument over lands between the Greeks and the Trojans B. Paris stole Helen from 

Menelaus C. The Trojans insulted the Greeks D. The Trojans killed Agamemnon  

 

7.  How long was the Trojan War? 

A. 1 year 

B. 5 years 

C. 10 years 

D. 15 years 

 

8. Who developed the plan to send the Trojan horse to the Greeks? 

A. Achilles 

B. Menelaus 

C. Agamemnon 

D. Odysseus 

 

9. Where is Odysseus a ruler? 

A. Sparta 

B. Troy 

C. Ithica 

D. Cecily 
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10. The Greeks believed that the gods never interfered with their lives and did not ever take 

interest in humans. 

True or False 

 

11.  Greeks extended the greatest hospitality to guests, including gifts and feasts.  

True or False 

 

12.  Greeks viewed the home as sacred, but it was acceptable if outsiders or guests did not 

treat another's home with respect.  

True or False 

 

13. The Greeks regarded fate's power and will was even more highly than Zeus' power and 

will. 

True or False 

 

14. Which city was the cultural center of Greece? 

A. Athens 

B. Crete 

C. Ithaca 

D. Chios 

 

15.  The Greeks created the Olympics as a religious festival for Zeus that was celebrated 

every 4 years. 

True or False 

 

16. Which is NOT a characteristic of an epic? 

A. Epic Hero 

B. Archetypes 

C. Epic themes 

D. Iambic Pentameter 

 

17.  Epic Heroes embody the ideals and values that a culture considers admirable. 

True or False 

 

18. Epic plots never involve perilous journeys or complications. 

True or False 

 

19.  Which of the following is NOT an example of an epic archetype? 

A. Suitors' contest 

B. Epic hero 

C. Sea monster 

D. All of the above are epic archetypes 

 

20.  Courage is often a theme found in epics. 

True or False 
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21.  Which three literary devices are the most commonly used by Homer? 

A. allusion, alliteration and assonance 

 B. epithet, imagery, and onomatopoeia  

C. simile, allusion, and epithet  

D. metaphor, simile, and alliteration 

 

 

Part One:  The Wanderings of Odysseus 

Book 1: 

A Goddess Intervenes (Begins on page 1204) 

1.  Whom does Homer invoke to help him sing the story of Odysseus? 

2. What did Odysseus’s men do to anger the sun god, Helios? 

3. What was their punishment 

4. How many years have passed after the Trojan War – the amount of time that Odysseus 

had been wandering on the seas? 

5. Who is Odysseus’s wife? 

6. Who is Odysseus’s son? 

Book 5:  

Calypso, the Sweet Nymph (Begins on page 1206) 

7.  How long has Odysseus been held captive by Calypso 

8.  What does the comparison in the epic simile (lines 9-12 –p. 106) tell you about Hermes? 

9. What were the orders that Hermes was delivering?  Who were they from? 

10. Which of Odysseus’ qualities is emphasized in lines 43-54, p. 1208? 

11. How many days did it take for him to finally make it safely ashore on the island of 

Scheria? 

Book 9: 

New Coasts and Poseidon’s Son  (Begins on page 1210) 

12.  Who is Laertes? 

13. Where is Odysseus’s home? 

14. In what two goddesses’ company has Odysseus been? 

15. Who were the Cicones? 

16. What drove Odysseus and the grieving sailors off course? 

17. After nine days drifting at sea, the sailors made land to get what? 

18. On whose coastline did Odysseus’s fleet land? 

19. What is a Lotus? 

20. What effect does the eating of the lotus have on the sailors? 

21. Who are the Cyclopes? 

22. Rather than grouping in cities, the Cyclopes prefer to live how? 
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23. What does the Cyclops raise and tend as a source of food? 

24. What did Odysseus bring with him as well as food?  (Be specific) 

25. Rather than steal from the Cyclops and run away, Odysseus decides to do what? 

26. When the Cyclops returns at the end of the day, why do Odysseus and his men have to 

remain in the cave? 

27. Who are the Achaeans? 

28. Who is Agamemnon? 

29. Is the Cyclops afraid of what Zeus will do to him for not being hospitable to Odysseus 

and his men? 

30. What does Odysseus tell the Cyclops in order to protect his ship? 

31. What does Cyclops have for supper that evening? 

32. Why doesn’t Odysseus kill the Cyclops as he sleeps? 

33. To whom does Odysseus pray for support? 

34. What is a lugger? 

35. What gift did Odysseus give Cyclops? 

36. What is the drink and food of the gods? 

37. What does Odysseus say is his name? 

38. What do Odysseus and his men do with the olive spike? 

39. What is the Cyclop’s name? 

40. Who is the Cyclop’s father? 

41. Who transports Odysseus and his men out of the cave? 

42. How does the Cyclops know Odysseus and his men have escaped? 

43. What does he do to destroy the ship? 

44. What emotion prevented Odysseus from obeying his sailors’ request to stop calling out to 

the Cyclops? 

45. What does Odysseus shout to Cyclops which makes the Cyclops tell of the prophecy now 

fulfilled? 

46. What does the Cyclops ask Poseidon to do to Odysseus? 

47. Does Poseidon hear this prayer? 

48. How many of Odysseus’s original twelve men survived the adventure of the Cyclops? 

49. For what is Odysseus sad in the end? 

Book 10:  

Circe, The Grace of the Witch (Begins on page 1224) 

50.  Who is the king of the winds? 

51. What did he give Odysseus? 

52. What did Odysseus’s men do with it? 

53. Where did they end up again? 

54. Who are the Laestrygonians? 

55. Of Odysseus’s fleet, what now remains? 

56. Who entrapped half of Odysseus’s men? 

57. Into what did she change them? 

58. How long did it take to get this change reversed? 

59. Circe tells Odysseus that in order to reach home, he must first journey where? 
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Book 11: 

The Land of the Dead  (Begins on page 1226) 

60.  Who is Tiresias? 

61. What is Erebus? 

62. What did Odysseus have to do to be able to encounter Tiresias? 

63. Who is Elpenor? 

64. What happened to Elpenor? 

65. What does he ask Odysseus to do? 

66. Who is Anticlea? 

67. Why was Odysseus surprised to see Anticlea? 

68. What does Tiresias tell Odysseus would happen to him? 

69. What does he warm him about? 

Book 12: 

The Sirens; Scylla and Charybdis  (Begins on page 1230) 

70.  What are sirens? 

71. What is Charybdis? 

72. Circe instructed Odysseus to steer toward _________ and not to try to ________. 

73. Who is “the singing nymph with sunbright hair?” 

74. Define shun. 

75. Who alone, according to Circe, must hear the Sirens’ song? 

76. What kept Odysseus from being lured to the Sirens? 

77. What kept Odysseus’s sailors from being lured to the sirens? 

78. Define peril. 

79. To whom does Odysseus pray for help to get them safely through? 

80. After leaving the Sirens behind, the ship approaches the next peril.  What is it? 

81. What does Odysseus forget about Circe’s warning? 

82. What is Scylla? 

83. What is a strait? 

84. What is Charybdis?  (Be specific!) 

85. What does Scylla do when she strikes? 

86. In lines 193-197, Odysseus compares the actions of Scylla to whom, doing what? 

87. How many men did Odysseus lose during this passage? 

88. To whose island do they then travel? 

The following summary explains what happens on the island: 

When Odysseus and his men arrive , he warns them to stay on the ship and not to go onto the 

island.  Eurylochus, one of Odysseus’s sailors, tells Odysseus that he is being too hard on the 

men and that he needs to rest.  Odysseus makes his men swear not to harm any or the cattle 

or sheep on the island.  While Odysseus sleeps, Eurylochus proposes to the men to kill the 

cattle and feast on it because they are starving.  He tells them that it would be better to die by 

sea than to die by starvation. He tells them that if they ever return to Ithica, they will build a 

“costly” temple for Helios to pardon themselves for killing the sun god’s cattle.  Although 
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they didn’t eat all of the meat from the heifers, they knew they would be in trouble, so they 

made an offering using part of the meat.  When Helios discovers that his sacred cattle are 

destroyed, he prays to Zeus for vengeance.  If Odysseus’s men aren’t punished to his 

satisfaction, Helios threatens to abandon the earth and shine in the underworld.  Zeus 

complies and hurls a thunderbolt that destroys his ship and all of his men.  Odysseus, alone, 

survives.  He drifts on a raft back to Scylla and Charybdis.  Surviving these two dangers, 

Odysseus drifts for nine days until he arrives on Ogygia Isle, the home of Calypso.She keeps 

him there for seven years. 

This ends Part One which is Odysseus’s re-telling of his ten-year journey home from the 

Trojan War to King Alcinous.  He has now been away from Penelope and his son for twenty 

years. 

 

Part Two:  The Homecoming 

Book 16: 

Father and Son (Begins on page 1242) 

King Alcinous is kind enough to help Odysseus return home.  Although he makes it home safely, 

he returns home with an even bigger task at hand.  Suitors, trying persuade Penelope to marry 

them, have overtaken Odysseus’s home.  The gods take sides in the impending doom.  Poseidon 

even shows his displeasure with King Alcinous for helping Odysseus to return home by turning 

the Phaeacians’ ships into a lumps of stone.  Odysseus is, however, aided by Athena. 

89.  Who is Telemachus? 

90. What had the suitors planned for him? 

91. What is Athena’s “craft?” 

92. When he sees how young the old beggar now looks, Telemachus thinks Odysseus is 

really what? 

93. Although Odysseus is made by Athena to look like his younger self, why does 

Telemachus call him “Stranger?” 

94. What does Odysseus do when he sees his son at last? 

95. What does Odysseus tell Telemachus to do so that Odysseus can calculate the strength of 

his enemies? 

Book 17: 

The Beggar at the Manor (Begins on page 1248) 

96. Who only recognizes Odysseus in his disguise? 

97. What does he do after greeting Odysseus? 

 

WhenTelemachus returns to the palace, he refrains from telling his mother about his father’s 

homecoming.  The element of surprise is key for him and his father if they are to eradicate the 

suitors.  
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Odysseus spends time observing the suitors, especially the leader, Antinous. Odysseus, still 

disguised as a beggar, manages to converse with Antinous who shuns him and treats him 

disrespectfully.  The Greek customs of society are not being honored by the suitors.  Odysseus 

predicts (which is actually a request to the gods) that Antinous will meet his death before his 

wedding day.   

Penelope wishes that Apollo would strike Antinous with a bowshot.  Apollo’s bow shot was 

known to kill literally with an arrow, but also figuratively with the truth.  Penelope has seen the 

beggar among the suitors and wants to talk to him.  She thinks he may have heard rumors of 

Odysseus and his whereabouts. 

Penelope had promised to marry one of the suitors once she had completed weaving a shroud 

(burial cloth) for Lord Laertes, Odysseus’s father.  (Greek custom of society for a proper burial)  

It would have been a disgrace for her to re-marry without first finishing the cloth.  It took her 

more than three years because she would weave it during the day, but unwove it at night by 

torchlight.  She deliberately deceived the suitors this way to avoid having to marry, even though 

her parents and her son thought that she should.  They believed that Odysseus would not return 

from the war. Penelope never gave up hope! 

After Telemachus orders the suitors to leave, Odysseus and Telemachus remove all of the 

weapons from the hall. 

Book  21: 

The Test of the Bow (Begins on page 1250) 

98.  What are the two parts of Penelope’s challenge? 

99. What is the prize? 

100. Which of the suitors succeeds? 

101. What does Philoetius do? 

102. Why do the other suitors make fun of the beggar as he prepares to string the bow? 

103. Who actually completes the challenge? 

104. What does Telemachus do at the end of this passage? 

 

Book 22: 

Death in the Great Hall  (Begins on page 1256) 

105. Who was the first to take Odysseus’s revenge? 

106. What specifically happened to him? 

 

Eurymachus, one of the suitors, blames Antinous for what was done to Odysseus’s home 

and family.  Afraid for his life, he suggests that the suitors should give wine, meat, a tithe 

of 20 oxen, and gifts of bronze and gold to Odysseus to pay him back.  Odysseus, of 

course, will not accept this.  Enraged, Eurymachus rallies the suitors to fight Odysseus.  

Odysseus shoots him with an arrow in the liver.   
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107. Telemachus carries out what order to save his father? 

108. What happens to the remaining suitors? 

109. Who appears to rally Odysseus and his allies, ensuring that they are not injured? 

 

Observe the following epic simile that is used to describe the aftermath of the bloody battle: 

 Think of a catch that fishermen haul in to a halfmoon bay 

 in a fine-meshed net from the whitecaps of the sea: 

how all are poured out on the sand, in throes for the salt sea, 

twitching their cold lives away in Helios’ fiery air: 

so lay the suitors heaped on one another 

 

Book 23: 

The Trunk of the Olive Tree (Begins on page 1262) 

After the battle, Odysseus prepares to meet Penelope. Penelope’s old nurse hurries upstairs to tell 

her mistress that Odysseus has returned and that all the suitors are dead.  Penelope is amazed, but 

refuses to admit that the stranger could be her husband.  Instead, she believes that he musgt be a 

god.  The nurse insists that he is Odysseus when she recognizes a boar wound scar on his leg.  

Penelope is still suspicious, saying that the gods are capable of deceiving humans.Telemachus is 

angry with his mother’s reluctance to accept the stranger as her husband.  Penelope finally says 

that she has ways to detect the stranger’s identity which are known only to her and to Odysseus.    

Even after he has been clened up and appears his regal self to Penelope, she still treats him like a 

stranger. 

110. When Penelope instructs the servant to make up Odysseus’s old bed and move it 

outside the bedroom, what is Odysseus’s reaction? 

111. What is the secret sign? 

112. Does this convince Penelope that thstranger is really her husband? 

113. What is Odysseus’s reaction to finally be welcomed by Penelope? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


