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Learning How to Read 



Learning How to Read 

 

Reading is all about recognizing patterns 

 

     



Pre-reading skills 

 

  Ideas are expressed in words 

  Words can be written to convey meaning 

  Words are made of letters 

  Letters make predictable sounds 

 



Written Language 

Print is a message that has a predictable direction, 
spacing, and punctuation. 



Reading Writing 

 Reading is a message 
you receive. 

 Reading can be verbal, 
non-verbal, wrapped in 
a language. 

 Writing is a message 
you send. 

 Writing can be verbal, 
non-verbal, wrapped in 
a language. 

 

Reading/Writing Connection or Conversation 



Emergent Skills in Reading 

 From infancy kids learn to read faces and pictures. 

 When predictable routines are in place, children 
recognize patterns. 

 Picture books expose children to pictures and 
symbols (letters). 

 With repetition, children begin to predict spoken 
words with familiar picture in sequence. 

  



Teaching Reading 

 Most children must have guidance (teaching) to 
connect the words to symbols.   

 

 Effective Strategies 

 Repetition 

 Talking-out-loud (modeling how readers think) 

 Print-rich environments   



Directionality of Print 

 In English we read left to right, top to bottom.   

 Model where to start when you read 

 Use fingers to direct and keep focus 

 Pick fingers up and down with each word 

 Words in print are separated by spaces 

 Have students recognize pages in books 

 

 



Sound/Symbol Relationship 

 Teach children to read their names. 

 Use capital and lowercase letters. 

 Look for pictures depicting items that start with the 
same sound as the child’s name. 

 Names have other sounds, too.  Teach the consonant 
letter sounds in the child’s name. 

 Look for pictures with items that start with the same 
consonant sounds in the child’s name. 



Blending Sounds 

 After several months of game play students can 
begin to recognize sounds and symbols are paired. 

 Teach vowel sounds:  o, a, e, u, i 

 Using letters, build words, one at a time, as long as 
attention lasts. 

 With repetition, children recognize patterns and 
learn how to read.   



Research About Reading 

Children who have the ability to sound out words have 
higher levels of reading achievement. 

 

 Hoover, W.A., and Gough, P.B. (1990) 



Systematic Instruction 

Early and systematic letter-sound relationship 
instruction has better achievement results than later 

or random instruction. 

 

 Adams, M.J. (1990) 



Phonological Awareness 

Phonological awareness (how letters sound) and 
reading skills are strongly related. 

 

 Snow, C.E., Burns, S.M., & Griffin, P. (Eds.). (1998) 



Phonemic Awareness 

Phoneme awareness instruction is best when taught in 
context of letter-sounds. 

 

 Byrne, B. and Fielding-Barnsley, R. (1989). 



Instruction 

Reading is an unnatural action requiring explicit 
instruction. 

 

 Adams, M. J. (1990) 

 



Higher Levels of Achievement 

Sounding out words leads to higher levels of reading 
achievement. 

 

 Hoover, W.A. and Gough, P.B. (1990) 



Summarization 



Summarization 

Restating the meaning of the text or an experience in 
as few words as possible, yet effectively 



Summarizing 

 

 Summarization teaches children to be concise 

 Examines what is important and discards the rest 

 Eliminates plagiarism 

 

 



Classroom Instruction That Works 

Summarization is one of nine key components of 
effective instruction. 

 

 Marzano, R.J. (2001) 



Best Use of Time 

Summarization is best remembered at the beginning 
and/or end of a lesson. 

 

 -Sousa (2003) 



Higher Thinking Skills 

Students must analyze information to decide what to 
delete, substitute, and what to include when asked to 

give a summary. 

 

 Anderson, V., and Hidi, S. (1988/1989) 



Summary Frames 

Summary frames, a series of questions created by the 
teacher to highlight critical passages of text, help 

students retain information. 

 

 Armbuster, B.B., Anderson, T.H., & Ostertag, J. (1987) 



Summary Notes 

Summaries should be both linguistic and non-
linguistic forms, and should contain many notes. 

 

 Nye, P., Crooks, T. J., Powlic, M., & Tripp, G. (1984) 



Summarization Basics 

 Select the most important words in the passage or 
activity 

 Delete unnecessary words or sentences 

 Delete redundant, repeated words or sentences 

 Substitute terms 

 Select or create a topic sentence 

 Brown, A. L., Campione, J.C., & Day, J. (1981) 



Fifty Techniques to Summarize 

 Top Five 

 Short time 

 Oral/Interactive 

 Vocabulary  

 Wormeli, R. (2005) 

http://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=C2NDDUBRuTq_2BYLAsQLGyt2PA7q35JYCisOHyxmSs7vQTQgCEAEgk6z7BaABm5-__wPIAQeqBA9P0AIELCJ8sLpB51Ja-166BRMI59LL6_KXqwIVxFRMCh25WyJEwAUF&sig=AOD64_0xBE9roLO8cLQaUKFlOClawB0ZVQ&ctype=5&ved=0CAQQ2RI&adurl=http://www.weatherequipment.com/product.asp?itemid=214


Partners A & B 

 Two students reading the same passage 

 Partner A talks about the passage for one minute 
without interruption. 

 Partner B talks about the passage for one minute 
without interruption but cannot repeat what 
Partner A said. 

 Students can refer to notes and materials if they get 
stuck. 

 Students improve with practice. 



Summary Ball 

 Toss a ball stating a fact from the selection or lesson. 

 If a student cannot think of a fact that was not 
already said, the student is out of the game. 

 Students are given time limits to keep the game 
moving forward. 

 



Think-Pair-Share 

 Teacher directs to record at least five new concepts 
student learned. 

 Think (individual participation) 

 Pair (share with one other person) 

 Share (share with rest of classmates) 

 Share what partner said 

 Product made by partners is shared 

 Partners post best thinking electronically (Popplet)   



Triads 

 Teacher calls on first person to answer an open-ended 
question about a topic. 

 First person reviews and summarizes. 

 Second person is called on to give evidence to support or 
refute what first person said. 

 Third person is called on to evaluate the merits of the 
second person’s claim. 

 First person is called on to make a final comment or 
rebuttal. 

 All are paying attention because any person might be 
selected to speak. 

 

 

 

 



Word Splash 

 Vocabulary words are dropped and splashed across a 
page in all directions. 

 Student work with others to make sense of the order 
and arrange the words. 

 Students add phrases and transitions to create 
sentences.  

 A variation might be to create word list with others 
to describe a topic. 

 Wordle.com to display these words. 
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