
Academic UIL competition 2014-2015:  This competition will be Saturday, January 31 at Woodway Elementary 

School.  Any student grade 2-4 can sign up to try out for a team.  Practices will be held before or after school 

depending on the schedule of the lead teacher (coach).   Parents are responsible for getting their child to 

before school practices and picking up from after school practices.  Parents are also responsible for getting 

their child to the competition in February.  We have a back-up date of February 7 if bad weather cancels the 

first date.  Students who sign up are expected to attend all practices unless they are sick or there is a family 

emergency.  *** Please read the note that follows the description of each contest area for further instructions. 

Descriptions of each competition: 

Creative Writing: This contest is designed to promote creativity in an academic format and to encourage 

writing skills at an early grade level.   Through preparation for the contest, students will be able to evaluate 

their own writing and the writing of others. 

Format: Contestants will be given a prompt with several captioned pictures.  From these pictures, the students 

will create an original story based on their selections in 30 minutes.  The stories shall contain at least one of 

the pictured items, but it is not required that all items on the page be included. 

 

Music Memory: The focus of the music memory contest is an in-depth study of fine pieces of music literature 

taken from a wide spectrum of music genres to expose students to great composers, their lives and their 

music. 

The official list is comprised of 16 pieces.  Spelling and punctuation are part of the contest.  To receive full 

credit for an answer, all information about the composer and musical selection should be complete as shown 

on the official list. 

Format: Students will listen to approximately 20 seconds of up to 20 musical selections. (4 songs are repeated 

using a different part of the music)  Students are given sufficient time to answer the matching portion of the 

test (matching composer names to the pieces and identifying each piece in the order they are heard)  For the 

tie breaker, students listen to four pieces and write the selection title and major work  title if it has one. 

Number Sense: Every day, individuals are called upon to use their ability to make quick mental calculations to 

make decisions.  The development of such abilities is an integral part of the math curriculum.  Concepts 

covered include, but are not limited to: addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, proportions, and use of 

mathematical notation. 

Format: Students will be given a 10-minute, fin-in-the-blank test which they shall complete without doing 

calculations on paper or on a calculator. Erasures, mark-overs and mark-outs are not permitted.  The test will 

cover basic arithmetic and mathematical functions in grades four through six. 

 



Oral Reading: Reading literature out loud provides opportunities for students to analyze the text, to grow and 

to develop as a performer, to communicate a message to an audience and to perform an artistic creation.  The 

oral reading competition should be an extension of the classroom literary and language arts activities in 

poetry, short stories and children’s fiction.   

Format: Students shall have a maximum of six minutes to read a selection of poetry.  Each selection may be 

one poem, a cutting of a poem or a combination of poems.  The same selection may be read in all rounds, but 

different selections are permissible.  Selections shall be published although the poet may be unknown or 

anonymous.  The maximum time for each presentation is six minutes.  There is no minimum time limit. 

 

Ready Writing:  Texas has put a great emphasis on writing skills at all levels of school and all levels of statewide 

testing.  Ready Writing builds upon those skills and helps students refine their writing abilities.  In particular, 

this contest helps them learn to write clearly and correctly a paper that is interesting and original. 

Format:  Contestants are given a choice between two prompts, each of which defines the audience and 

provides the purpose for writing.  Students should be encouraged to analyze the prompts for purpose, format, 

audience and point of view.  The format may be, for example, a letter, an article for the newspaper or an essay 

for the principal. 

Spelling:  This contest is designed to give students exposure to a wide variety of vocabulary words.  It is not a 

contest of memorization.  For the most educational value, preparation for this contest should include 

instruction in the rules of the English language, meanings and definitions and root words.  Contestants will 

learn to write clearly and to capitalize words properly. 

Format:  Students will write down words given by the pronouncer on their paper at a rate of approximately 

five words per minute.  Test includes 50 words and 15 tie breaker words. 

 

Storytelling:  To tell a story, the participant should develop skills in listening, thinking and speaking.  This 

contest also allows for the development of creative expression. 

Format: Contestants shall listen to a storyteller read a brief story (between 600 and 1100 words) only once, 

and then retell that story in their own words before a judge or judges. There will one story for the preliminary 

round and one for the final round. 

***If your child wants to try out for one of the teams, please sign the next page giving your permission.  List 

in order of importance which team(s) your child wants to be a part of for the competition.  We try to give as 

many children a chance as possible.  We limit them to 1 event plus a chance to be on the music memory 

team in 3rd and 4th grade.  Students can try out for more than one event. 

The permission page is due back by Thursday, October 16.  This will give us a chance to get try out 

information to you for the next week. 


